A short guide to eBooks

(with a focus on Kindle, Calibre and z-lib.org)




What is an eBook?

* A digital version of a book

e Can sometimes contain images as well as text

e Supports features such as dictionary lookup,
bookmarks and searchable text (device dependant)

 Comes in many formats, including .mobi, .epub, .pdf
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What is an eReader?

* A device used for reading and managing eBooks

* Has a special ‘electronic ink’ screen, different from a regular smart
phone or tablet

* Much easier to read in any light conditions, much longer battery life

* May support various other features, such as wi-fi, touchscreen,
backlight etc.

* However, eBooks can often be read on any device, not just eReaders



Using z-lib.org to find eBooks
librarv

* First, go to z-lib.org in your web browser

* Click ‘books’ (you don’t need to sign up or sign in)

» Search for books by title, author, ISBN etc.

* Or click ‘full text search’ to search for words or phrases within the book
e Results show the cover, title and file type

* Scroll to find the result you want, and click on the title

* Click ‘download’ to download the book!

* You can read it on your PC or transfer to your mobile device/eReader
(explained next)
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Using Calibre to manage your eBook library

 Calibre is an eBook manager, meaning it looks after your
eBook library on your PC

* |t can organise, convert and transfer eBooks between devices

* To download Calibre, go to calibre-ebook.com, click
‘download Calibre’ and choose your operating system (e.g.
Windows or MacQS)

* Run the installer and follow instructions to set up (use the
default options if you’re not sure)

* |f you have a Kindle device, enter the kindle email address
when prompted during setup

* Run the software from the desktop shortcut or the start
menu

I_‘ calibre 64bit - E-book management


https://calibre-ebook.com/

Adding eBooks to your Calibre library

* From the top toolbar, click ‘Add Books’

* Select which eBook or eBooks you want to add from your hard drive
(they might be in your downloads folder if you acquired them from z-

lib)
* Click ‘Open’, the books should appear in the Calibre library view
* Double click on a book title to read it on your PC
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Transferring eBooks to your eReader with
Calibre

 Method 1 (for Kindles)

» Select the book or books you want to transfer (hold Ctrl and click each title to
select more than one)

* Click ‘Connect/share’ from the top menu

* Click ‘Email to <yourkindle@kindle.com>’

* |f asked to convert to .mobi, accept

* You may receive an email from Amazon asking you to confirm the transfer

* In a short while, the book(s) should download to your kindle (they may
appear under ‘Docs’ rather than ‘Books’

* Enjoy!
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amazon kindle
~—"
Hi ,
We received a request to send the following document to your Kindle account:

* Once Upon a Time in the North - Philip Pulilman.mobi

Click below within 48 hours to verify this request.

erify Request|

Thank you for reading with Kindle!




Transferring eBooks to your eReader with
Calibre

* Method 2 (for any device)
e Connect your device to your PC (via USB cable or otherwise)
* The main view of Calibre will change slightly
Select which books to transfer as before
Click ‘Send to device’ on the top menu
If asked to convert, click Yes
A green tick should appear next to the book title, showing it is on the device
* Be sure to use ‘eject device’ before unplugging
Enjoy!
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